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A stunning Italian 19th century alabaster bust of Apollo signed G. Bessi. The
bust is raised by an elegant square tapered base. Above is the handsome

Apollo with a finely sculpted laurel wreath in his hair with exquisite attention
to detail throughout.

Giuseppe Bessi (1857 - 1922) was born in Volterra, Italy, and is considered
one of the most important representatives of the Italian Salon sculpture. He
studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Florence. In 1872 he established his

workshop, and also became the director of the Art School of Volterra. He was
famed for his lifelike busts and sculptures, such as prominent figures Ludwig

van Beethoven, Joan of Arc, and Dante Alighieri’s muse Béatrice. He
predominantly worked with alabaster and marble and combined Neoclassical

and Art Nouveau styles. Bessi’s works were included in the World’s Fair in
Paris, Turin, and St. Louis. His sculptures and busts are in the collections of

the Hermitage in St. Petersburg and the Ecomuseo dell’Alabastro in Volterra.

Item #12534     H: 24 in L: 15 in D: 10 in       List Price: $12,800.00






